
Rwanda - world’s first women-led country
	Rwanda will soon become the first country in the world where female politicians outnumber male politicians. The small central African country has made huge progress since its tragic genocide in the 1990s. It can now proudly call itself a beacon of sexual equality. The ruling party coalition won 78% of seats in the election. Women took at least 44 out of a total of the 80 seats. Women may still win another three undecided seats. The head of the country’s election commission stated: “It's clear women representatives will be more than 50 per cent." Since the genocide, the government has encouraged women into politics. Many in Rwanda say the election results show that people are fed up with male-dominated politics. They say women will bring freshness and change to the nation.

Women’s groups were quick to praise the government of President Paul Kagame for promoting such a strong gender equality programme. A female voter told the BBC’s Focus on Africa show that the new political landscape would help strengthen her country. She explained: "Men, especially in our culture, used to think that women are there to be in the house, cook food, look after the children... but the real problems of a family are known by a woman and when they do it, they help a country to get much better." A local newspaper editor told the Voice of America website of his new pride in his country: “We have really been the first…where the women have broken the glass ceiling…now it's like we are enlightened. We are no longer in this backward sort of thinking,” he said.


 GENDER EQUALITY DISCUSSION

	a)
	What did you think when you read the headline?

	b)
	What springs to mind when you hear the word ‘equality’?

	c)
	Does gender equality (or inequality) affect your life?

	d)
	What do you think of female politicians outnumbering male politicians in Rwanda?

	e)
	Are there many female politicians in your country?

	f)
	Are female politicians better or worse than male politicians?

	g)
	Why does gender inequality exist?

	h)
	Do you think Rwanda is now a beacon of sexual equality?

	i)
	What are you fed up with in your country’s politics?

	j)
	What differences do women bring to political leadership?

	k)
	Did you like reading this article?

	l)
	What needs to change in your country to bring gender equality?

	m)
	What areas of society are men too dominant in your country?

	n)
	Would the world be different if women outnumbered men in key positions?

	o)
	Are women stronger leaders?

	p)
	Are women there to be in the house and look after the kids?

	r)
	What other countries have “broken the glass ceiling”?

	s)
	What countries do you know of where there is very little gender equality?

	t)
	Is there any kind of backward thinking in your country?

	u)
	What questions would you like to ask Rwanda’s female politicians?



